Wetlands

Introduction

The Columbia Wetlands Stewardship Partners are happy to be able to provide this online version of a river guide to the
Columbia River between Canal Flats and Golden, BC, Canada. Accessible to everyone through our website, www.cwsp.
ca, we hope to make your river journey a pleasant and memorable experience. We offer here a few comments and
recommendations to help you enjoy this incredible area in a manner that will not be harmful to the wildlife or to the
magnificent ecosystem created by the Mighty Columbia River and its surrounding wetlands.

Internationally recognized as one of the last intact wetlands in North America, the river and surrounding sloughs
provide a place for over 250 species of birds to rest, replenish and, in many cases, raise their young. It is important to
recognize the importance of avoiding nesting and feeding areas from spring until July, even in non-motorized craft.
Please make good use of binoculars when watching birds and other wildlife with their young. In addition, avoid gravel
areas at the confluence of tributaries with the Columbia River as these are important spawning areas for fish.

While motorized craft is allowed in the main channels of the river, no motorized craft is allowed, by Federal law, in the
wetlands adjacent to the river at any time during the year. While traversing the main channel of the river, boaters should
make every effort to avoid creating a wake, especially during the spring nesting season. By travelling slowly and quietly,
your experience of the area will be enhanced by more frequent wildlife sightings and you will be helping to insure that
the habitat continues to remain healthy in a place where both man and animals can flourish. For your own safety, slower
is always better since there are many areas where submerged pilings and snags and sand bars present hazards. As well,
many slower moving boats, kayaks and canoes travel the river. Due to the meandering nature of the waterway, even
moderate speeds can spell disaster as faster craft comes upon these slower travellers just around a bend.

Much of the land along the river is private property. Unless marked in green on the map designating National Wild-
life areas, do not assume that river travellers are welcome to use the land bordering the river. Some land owners are
considering providing camping and picnic areas for a small fee and we will add those sites to the Guide once they
become available. There are some areas at take out points that are currently used for camping and picnics but most do
not have toilet or trash disposal facilities. PLEASE REMEMBER TO TAKE ALL OF YOUR TRASH AND GARBAGE WITH YOU.
There is no one who will pick up after you, so be a good citizen and leave nothing behind.

You will notice that the first section of the Guide, from Canal Flats to the north end of Windermere Lake, features
pictures and text relating historic and wildlife information. The subsequent sections are more of a navigational guide
featuring GSP coordinates to help identify the best routes. More information will be added to these maps at a later
date. Thanks to Chris Carli for his work in supplying this information. Please feel free to print these maps as needed to
help make your visit to the Columbia River a safe and enjoyable experience.
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Section 1
Athalmere Bridge to Radium Hot Springs

If you have started your river journey at any of the points south of Lake Windermere, this take out area at the north
end of the lake (marked as “start” on the section 1 map) will give you the opportunity to access a convenience store
and restaurant within walking distance. The clay bluffs on the east side of the channel have been home to owls on
occasion. Refer to the map for other points of interest. Allowing time to explore some of these areas is worthwhile.
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1. Toby Creek

11U 5684B4E 5598126N

This creek is one of the largest tributaries of the upper
Columbia River. It drains an area of 622 square kilometes.
There is a very distinct change in water temperature and
clarity at this confluence. Large silt cliffs can be seen along this
section of river. Cliff swallows will excavate small holes and
build their nests within.
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Section 2
Radium Hot Springs to Edgewater

The Village of Radium Hot Springs offers many amenities including hotels, restaurants, golf courses, a Visitor's Center,
fuel stations and of course the hot springs. You will need to arrange for shuttle service if you plan to take out here
and enjoy the village. The village is very pedestrian friendly and the Sinclair Creek Trail is a very easy and worthwhile
side trip. Kootenay National Park borders the town and there are numerous trails and spectacular scenery within the
park. During the summer months on the grounds of the Visitors Center there is a street market every Friday from 4:00
to 9:00 p.m. offering everything from local produce to one of a kind hand made jewelry. Local musicians provide live
music Fridays and Saturdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Ask the staff at the Radium Visitor’s Center about a possible camping spot halfway between Radium Hot Springs and
Edgewater known as Thompson'’s Landing. This area is part of the Wildlife Management Area so it is not private lands
and it is an historical stopping point on the River.

The village of Edgewater offers a convenience store, golf course and RV park. It is a short hike (1 kilometer) to the
village from the take out point.
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5. Channel Splits

11U 583172E S608475N

Just downstream of the Forsters Road Bridge at Radium, the
Columbia River splits into two channels, rejoining at
Edgewater. The east channel passes beneath two CPR bridges
and should be avoided during high water. There is an excellent
putin/take out location along the east bank just downstream
of the "rql.tad bridge.
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6. Ancient Lake Sediments

11U 564223E 5610238N

There are large siit cliffs on the section of river between the
rail bridges. During the Late Wisconsin glaciation, the
Columbia Valley was a huge glacial lake due to a ice dam near
present Donald, Terraces and thick lake silts were deposited
throughout the valley, especially south of Spillimacheen,
nerning 50 m tall cliffs above the present floodplain, Keep a
sharg eye for cliff swallows darting in and out of their caves
acts above the river.
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8. Edgewater Put in/Take oyt
11U 560488E 5616581N

There is an excellent put inftdke out at the end of Edgewater
Station Rd. It is on the west side of the CPR tracks. Be careful
when crossing the tracks to get bg the parking area.

Ry U "

0.5 1 1 Kilometers




Sections 3 and 4
Edgewater to Brisco

The section offers a great paddle and spectacular scenery with lots of wildlife viewing possibilities, but no good camp-
ing areas. The village of Brisco does offer a general store and cabins, both of which would require shuttle service. The
general store has been in continuous operation since 1911 and literally has a little bit of everything including a post
office, fuel, liquor outlet, fishing gear and all the things you would expect of a general store.

B2 Mile Rd.

£, Moore's Bridge

11U S56T43E S620306M

The river squeeies between the burnt pilings of Moore's.
Bridge. Stay to the center of the channel to avoid the
pilings.

The stretch of river between Edgewater and Brisco is
particularly abundant with bald eagles. There are many deg
cottonwood trees around Luxor-Spur Valley and numerous
nests have been seen in these trees in the past few years.
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10. Brisco/Botts Channel Spiit \
11U 550699E 5628741N

Just south of the town of Brisco at the 44 km mark, the river
splits into the Brisco (right) and Botts (left) channels. At the
entrance to Botts channel there is a decommissioned weir
that can be floated over. During low water, there may be a
small section of fast water here.

Either channel is passable and rejoins just south of
Spillimacheen at kilometre 56.

11. Columbia National Wildlife Area (Brisco Unit)
11U 550624E, 5630044N




At GSP location 50 degrees 51 feet North by 116 degrees 19 feet West:

Look for a faint trail on the right hand side (east) of the river. There is a primitive take out point here. There is a rest area
with toilets and trash disposal a short walk away. Be careful crossing the railroad tracks. The rest area is north of the
railroad crossing area. Camping is allowed here.

Spillimacheen Bridge:

Just before crossing under the bridge, look for a small channel to the left (west). This will lead you a short distance to a
take out point (canoes and kayaks only) alongside the old roadway. You will see an information kiosk. While there are
no facilities here, some folks do camp here and there is room for parking support vehicles and there is good cell phone
service here. Please take all trash with you when you leave. Just after the bridge you will see old pilings from the river-
boat days on the left bank. There is a possible camping spot just up the bank. A short walk across the bridge will bring
you to the village of Spillimacheen. There is a coffee shop and cabins located here. Alternately, you could continue on
a short distance past the bridge and take out on the right (east) side of the river. This will put you onto CP Rail property
so be careful crossing the tracks. It is not recommended you camp here as it can be very noisy. There is a short chan-
nel on the left just before the bend in the river. This is a possible camping spot as it is in the National Wildlife area. As
always, take away all trash and garbage and watch your campfire closely.

Spillimacheen River:

Between the South and North forks confluence with the Columbia, look for a small creek entering on the right (east). If
your craft is light enough, you can portage up this little creek to a take out point just before the railroad bridge. A grav-
el road is the access and runs north, parallel to the tracks for a short distance before entering the highway.

Just north of the South fork, there are sandy beaches during low water periods (early spring and mid fall). These are
good camping spots, but there are no facilities so take all garbage with you and build your campfire on the sand well
away from vegetation. There can be grass fires even this close to the river. Also watch for bear coming to the river at
these spots to fish and drink.
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12. Bugaboo Creek

11U 544984 E 5637 260N

At this location Bugaboo Creek and Frailing Creek join the
Calumbia as Botts and Brisco channels rejoin, David Thompson

and his party were known to have camped at this location on
their voyage up the Columbia in 1807.
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14, Spilimacheen River
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Section 6

= 15. Colurmbin National Wikisfe Area (Hamowgate Unit)
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Section 7
e nh*\ 20. Channet Splits
‘t}h\ 11U S3ITTHE SEE1032N
3 0wt At this point, the river becomes highly anastomosed. Stay to
h ‘Q:"g the left [main) channel at this location for the safest route
i doynstream,

21, Channel Sp@ts

11U 527514E 5654604M
Stay to the left {main) channel at this location for the safest

route downstream.

Anastomosed Rivers.

Many people have heard of braided or meandering rivers. The
Upper Columbia River is an anastomosing river. Itis composed
of several interconnected channels which anclose floodbasing,

Like veins and arteries in the body, these channels deliver

er across the floodplain, This channelization is very 80 km
« apparent around Harrowgate and Castledale.
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Section 8

& o & 22. Wing Daen
B 11U 525072 S657437TN
3 v Beware of a large wing dam that protrudes from the south
) bank. Wing dams were used at the turn of the century to

B channelize and insize the river to increase depth for steamship
95 km passage.

23 nTake-0ut
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There isla very steep ke-out on the north side of the
river d Iy downstream of rson bridge crossing.
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wetland.
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Section 9
k?\ = N “ 25 Channel Spiis
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A\ The main channel is by far the larger and more direct route
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28. Channel Splits
11U 507998E 5671882N

Either the right of left channel are passable,

Nicholson

29, Nicholson Take-out

11U 508185E 5678965MN

At Nicholson, on the east bank, under the bridge there is an
excellent take out location. Be careful when approaching the
bridge. There are numerous old pilings from a former wing

dam along the east shore. Conveniently, there is a parking lot
at this take-out location,

Hough Road




Golden
130 km

At Goden, the Kicking Horse River crashes into the Columbia
just outside of town. Known as a great whitewater paddling
river, it drains an area of 1850 km® flowing from Wapta Lake
high in the Reckies of Yoho National Park.

In 1858, when the Palliser expedition was exploring a
mountain pass near the continental divide of the Canadian
Rockies, one of the gealogists, lohn Hector's, packhorses fell
into the river. As it was being pulled from the water, his own
horse strayed and, when chasing after it, he was kicked in the

chest and knocked unconscious. His companions, thinking him Y

dead, dug a grave for him and prepared tg put him in. His J\'\.ll
premature burial was cancelled when he regained |
consciousness. .
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30. Golden Take-out
11U 500803E 5683824N

Just beyond the Golden airpart theee is an excellent take-out
location on the right bank just upstream of the Kicking Horse
River.
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