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The Legacy of the Swiss Guides

The Legacy
From today’s perspective, it is easy to see the impor-

tant role that Swiss mountain guides played in Cana-

dian mountaineering history. They brought with them 

safe mountaineering techniques from the rich climb-

ing tradition of the Alps and laid the foundation for the 

birth of skiing as a winter pastime in western Canada. 

While enjoying the mountain scenery with their clients, 

the guides instilled in them a respect for nature and the 

mountain environment.

Canadian historian Robert W. Sandford once stated: 

“It was the Swiss guides who made manifest the mean-

ing of having so many beautiful mountains”.1

To this day, many Swiss people still play an active role in 

western Canada’s mountaineering culture and carry on 

the legacy of the early Swiss mountain guides.

1.	 R.W. Sandford, High Ideals, 1999, 40.

Admiring Canada’s stunning mountain heritage: Swiss guides Ed Feuz Jr. and Rudolph Aemmer on Victoria Glacier, n.d. Photograph courtesy 
of the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies NA66-1819.
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Ed Feuz Jr., n.d. Photograph courtesy of the Golden & District Museum, Golden BC.
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Swiss guides resting, n.d. Byron Harmon photograph, courtesy of the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies V263-NA-0411.

Plenty of ice on Illecillewaet Glacier, Swiss guide in moulin, n.d. 
Photograph courtesy of the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies 
V653-NA80-1571.

Mountain Environments: Facing Serious 
Challenges

Switzerland and Canada are fortunate to share a pre-

cious mountain heritage. Over the years, this mountain 

heritage has been, and is now more than ever, chal-

lenged by the effects of climate change and global 

warming. Since the Swiss guides first took their guests 

to the Illecillewaet Glacier in BC’s Glacier National Park 

in 1899, the glacier has receded two kilometres.2 The 

Alps are expected to lose up to three quarters of their 

glaciers in this century.3 

Today’s biggest challenge is to ensure that future gen-

erations will be able to enjoy the unique beauty of the 

mountains and their glaciers.

2.	 M. Morris (Parks Canada), Glaciers, Lichens, and the History of 

the Earth, 2002, Columbia Mountains Institute of Applied Ecology 

Revelstoke BC.

3.	 Think Swiss Climate Trail brochure, Embassy of Switzerland 

Washington, 9, 2008.
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